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Thank you Chairman Sanfelippo and members of the Committee on Health for holding a public
hearing on Special Session Assembly Bills 4, 7, 8, and 9.

For the past two sessions, we have worked together as legislative colleagues to pass a package of
17 bills aimed at combating our state’s opioid and heroin epidemic. We call this package the
Heroin, Opioid Prevention and Education — or HOPE — Agenda. With unanimous bipartisan
support and Governor Walker’s signature, we successfully laid a foundation to combat heroin
and opioid addiction in Wisconsin. That said, there is still more work to be done.

This session, I was appointed Co-Chair of the Governor’s Task Force on Opioid Abuse with Lt.
Governor Kleefisch. Following three task force meetings throughout the state, involving
testimony from dozens of citizens, advocates, and stakeholders, the Lt. Governor and I released a
report of recommendations to Governor Walker. The governor took immediate action and called
for a Special Session on Opioid Abuse.

The following bills are part of Governor Walker’s Special Session call to fight opioid abuse and
addiction in Wisconsin:

2017 Special Session Assembly Bill 4

Codeine is an opioid that can be found in certain cough syrups and other medicines used to treat
severe colds and common illnesses. While many other states require a prescription to obtain
these medications, Wisconsin does not.

When codeine is ingested in large doses, the person taking the medication can experience a
dangerous high. To discourage abuse and illegal consumption of this potentially harmful
substance, this bill requires a prescription for certain schedule V medications, such as codeine
cough syrup. Other schedule V medications are not affected by this change and will still be
available without a prescription.

2017 Special Session Assembly Bill 7

It’s well known that there is a need for more addiction experts across the state. Currently, doctors
can pursue fellowship positions to become certified in a specific area of medicine; however,
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addiction-related fellowships are unavailable in Wisconsin. This bill provides grants to support
addiction-specific fellowships so doctors can become certified in an area of addiction medicine.

2017 Special Session Assembly Bill 8

The heroin and opioid epidemic has hit every corner of Wisconsin; no demographic is immune
from the dangers of addiction. It is vital that we continue our efforts to provide resources
throughout the entire state, especially those that remain underserved. This bill provides funding
for additional opioid treatment programs in high-need areas. These programs will ensure that
individuals suffering from addiction in underserved areas have increased access {0 treatment
opportunities and are able to succeed in recovery.

2017 Special Session Assembly Bill 9

In parts of the state, access to addiction medicine specialists, addiction psychiatrists, and other
addiction experts is hard to come by. Specifically, rural areas don’t have as many addiction
resources as more populated areas of the state. This bill creates a doctor-to-doctor consultation
service, modeled after the Medical College of Wisconsin’s Child Psychiatry Consultation
Program (CPCP), to help increase access to addiction experts in underserved areas. With this
bill, doctors will have a place to turn if they have questions about best practices when treating a
patient who suffers from an addiction.

I appreciate the opportunity to testify before your committee today on these important pieces of
Jegislation and welcome any questions you may have at this time.
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State Senator Sheila Harsdorf

Date: March 8, 2017
To:  Assembly Committee on Health
From: State Senator Sheila Harsdorf

RE:  Special Session Assembly Bill 8

Dear Chair Sanfelippo and Committee Members:

Thank you for holding a public hearing on Special Session Assembly Bill 8 which provides funding

for additional opioid treatment programs.

As you know, we began attacking heroin and opioid abuse in the 2013-14 legislative session under
the leadership of Representative Nygren. With input from law enforcement, first responders,
medical professionals, and others, legislation known as the HO.P.E. Agenda was developed. In
2015, and now in 2017, we continue to build on the HO.P.E Agenda as needed changes are brought
to our attention.

2013 Wisconsin Act 195 directed the Department of Health Services (DHS) to create two or three
regional comprehensive opioid treatment programs. Under this direction, DHS has contracted with
three providers in Northeast, Northcentral, and Northwest Wisconsin. Even with these facilities,
rural areas continue to have shortages of drug treatment. Where facilities do exist, travelling long
distances for services cause hardship for individuals in need of treatment and as a result they may
not seck out necessary treatment.

Special Session Bill 8 proposes $2 million for this biennia to provide additional treatment
opportunities for high need, underserved areas of the state.

I urge your support and prompt action on this legislation. Thank you! I would welcome the
opportunity to answer questions.
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